                                                               MECAN – what is it?
A network for Black and Minority ethnic (BME) people to give them a voice in the way they are being governed. Such a group will provide information about the different groups, building greater understanding of difference and the problems being faced by them. It will also offer solutions around good practice and infrastructure in Suffolk and suggestions on areas that need improvement.
For the network to exist and be strong BME people must see a need for such a group. Through the network a questionnaire will be developed and existing groups and individuals not aligned to any particular group will be asked to contribute.
Participation should be concerned about the lived life of BME people in Suffolk. MECAN should be inclusive and needs to be transformative. An example of a transformative role is having within such a network, a group of professionals from the education sector who can identify problems facing BME people, give relevant advice on how to solve it and work towards change on such matters where applicable with partners.
Such a network should be able to liaise with other networks throughout the UK and beyond to influence policy and practice. MECAN should be asking:
· What affects how organisations, society and practitioners respond to BME people and their views?

· To what extent can BME participation address ‘exclusion’?

· Can this network represent the aspiration and will of BME people?

· Can it provide relevant and current information to BME people?

· How does the information provided above affect the lived lives of the BME, does it offer solutions and better living conditions or does it just remind them of the prejudices suffered and leave them more pained? 
Some of these questions can be answered by having a network that truly understands and represents the needs and aspirations of BME people. Activities of the Network can include
· Seminars and events

· Projects

· Email list and website. Such a website will provide space for people to share information, news, details of events and recent projects across the BME community.

· Submissions to the relevant authorities

Where existing BME groups do not capture some of the points highlighted above perhaps single issue groups could be formed. An example of such a group already mentioned above is “BME professionals in education”. Such a group can be made up of BME teachers, head teachers, agency staff that have a firsthand knowledge of the education sector and can provide advice, training, advocacy in areas of attainment, exclusion, admission, employment etc as it relates to BME children and the community at large. A similar group can be developed in the medical arena, social services etc.
Join MECAN & help make the change!
